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Executive
SUMMARY

The 2020 Copperas Branch Park Master Plan is a bold, long-term vision
designed and supported by the aspirations of the City of Highland Village
and its engaged citizens to reinvent Copperas Branch Park.
The City’s vision takes advantage of the exceptional qualities of the
site and extends the recreational offerings available to residents and
visitors of Highland Village. Through renovation, re-purposing and new
construction, implementation of the Plan will: provide more access to
Lewisville Lake, support multipurpose use of open areas within the park,
and create unique and memorable experiences throughout the park.
The first objective of the Plan is to immediately identify needs of the
community with a robust public engagement process. The feedback from
the community, stakeholders, and city officials and staff set the framework
for this document. Second, it identifies near-term building and open
space opportunities that will enhance the existing park’s strengths. Third,
it creates a flexible framework for long-term implementation and growth.
The Plan document is intended to guide sustainable park growth to
promote a cohesive character and identity, steward the heritage of
Copperas Branch Park, and celebrate the park’s unique sense of place.

Overview:
Beginning in November 2018, the approximately thirteen
month planning process engaged the Highland Village
community in an open dialogue regarding the future
of Copperas Branch Park. The scope of the planning
effort focused on the 88 acre existing Copperas Branch
Park located north of Highland Village Road, west of the
elevated lanes of I-35E and along the southern shoreline
of Lewisville Lake. In addition, the 35 acres south of
Highland Village Road including the land surrounding
Copperas Branch Lake was included in this study. It
is a goal of this study to explore ways to link the two
sites together forming a contiguous park in this unique
location.
la terra studio, a professional park planning consultant,
was hired to complete the master plan in late 2018. The
consultant assisted City staff in developing a process to
execute the plan. The following steps were followed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kick off and Information Gathering
Stakeholder Interviews
Regulatory Agency Involvement
Inventory and Analysis
Public Workshop
Plan Development
Web Engagement
Draft Plan and Recommendations
City Staff Workshop and Direction
Final Plan Recommendations
Master Plan Adoption

The following are summaries of the topic-oriented
chapters of the master plan report:

Community Vision
The process to develop the plan was guided by the
Highland Village Parks and Recreation staff-which
encouraged broad participation and input. During
the planning process the planning team met with
multiple park constituent groups, City of Lewisville,
TxDot, the US Army Corps of Engineers, as well as the
general public. Two public, in-person engagement
opportunities included a public workshop and a
walk the park event and tour, meetings with city
department heads and officials, as well as consistent
input from staff and senior administration.
In addition to in-person engagement and
participation, the planning team utilized an online
engagement platform, www.speakuphv.com, that gave
visitors the opportunity to share ideas, review project
documents and presentations, and engage with the
planning team. Over 450 unique users visited and
engaged with the site during the planning process.
Community Drivers
Specific feedback, ideas, thoughts, and
recommendations from the engagement process are
highlighted as “Community Drivers” throughout this
report. Community drivers are direct influences the
public, stakeholders, and other engaged parties have
had on this plan.

Park Character
To help develop the master plan document, the
site was split into nine (9) main character zones.
Within these zones, site conditions are noted
and site analysis is conducted in order to better
understand the features that make Copperas
Branch Park what it is today and what will be
useful to make the park an asset moving forward.
This chapter in the report explores each character
zone thoroughly and provides opportunists and
constraints based on site characteristics.
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Park Plans
The Master Plan proposes specific park and
infrastructure recommendations for short- and
long-term, projects. Beyond locating specific
improvements, the concepts are supported
by representative imagery of similar projects.
The Master Plan shows a conceptual layout for
the park meant to be loose and schematic in
nature. It is anticipated that these areas will
need to be refined to fit each location in which
they are implemented. The intent of the plan
is to create a framework for coherent longterm initiatives that is both visionary in concept
and flexible in implementation.
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Focus Areas
Boat Ramp

Relocated adjacent to the I-35E bridge provides access
to sheltered water, more parking and frees up other
areas within the park for more recreation opportunities.

Lakeside Event Lawn

A multifunctional space to hold events, view the lake
and enjoy the shoreline.

Swim Beach

Improved signature amenity tucked into the forested
shoreline.

The Point

Formally used as the boat ramp, several acres of open
space and shoreline are reclaimed as a recreational
amenity.

Shoreline Trail

A continuous loop trail around the
Copperas Branch Lake connecting
adjacent developments and parks.

Park Connector

A trail connecting the two park areas
utilizing the area under the I-35E
elevated lanes.

The Preserve

Low-impact improvements to
provide access to the natural areas
of the park.

Entry Gateway
Trail Head/Paddle Launch

Civic Extension

The new hub of the park centrally located to include
multipurpose building, rest rooms, educational space,
storage, and parking.

Flex Space

Shoreline Trail

Multipurpose lighted open space to be programmed for
many activities by the City.

Paddle Cove

Improved access for non-motorized watercraft.

Nature Trail

Access to under-utilized nature area.

Entry Gateway

Features to celebrate the entry into the park as well as
the City of Highland Village.

Trail Head & Paddle Launch

Improved access for trail use and non-motorized
watercraft to the Coppers Branch Lake area.
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Implementation
The last chapter of the Copperas Branch Park Master
Plan is intended to provide next steps as well as a
priority list of improvements for the park. While
the vision is big and all portions of the park may not
be constructed in one project, the chapter outlines
specific steps the City of Highland Village can take to
implement this Master Plan.
Focus Area Priority List:
Boat Launch Relocation
The Point
Park Road, Trails and Electrical
Infrastructure
Gateway Entries
Lakeside Event Lawn
Civic Extension
Swim Beach
Natural Area
Paddle Cove
Flex Space Under the Bridge
Boardwalks
Trail Head and Paddle Launch
(South Copperas)
Shoreline Trail
The Preserve
Boardwalk Connector
Conceptual Budget Total:

$1,450,000
$1,450,000
$1,200,000
$400,000
$1,000,000
$3,450,000
$1,900,000
$325,000
$350,000
$2,250,000
$200,000
$2,100,000

Boat Ramp

Utilizing space under the bridge

$1,200,000
$25,000
$800,000
$18,100,000

The estimates above and within this report were developed to
understand a range that the improvements may cost. Many
factors will influence the budget. It is likely that the vision
of this master plan could be implemented within a range of
$15,000,000 – $20,000,000 dollars within 5 years of the time of
this report.
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Conclusion
This Master Plan represents the community
supported long-term vision for Copperas
Branch Park. The planning process was
thorough, transparent, and inclusive. The I-35E
expansion project has brought many challenges
as well as opportunities for the future of the
park. It was imperative to have a long-term
vision adopted while planning is still underway
for the northbound lanes. Implementation of
the improvements recommended in this plan
will take dedication to this vision. Supported
by the US Army Corps of Engineers, City of
Lewisville and TxDOT, the City of Highland
Village is committed to this effort.

“The Survivor Tree” This tree can be seen in historic aerial photos dating back to the 1950’s. The tree has
withstood many phases of Copperas Branch Park and is a testament to the long-term commitment of the City of
Highland Village to this special place. The tree is thriving and will be celebrated in the design of the new park.
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