CITY OF HIGHLAND VILLAGE, TEXAS
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-2639
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND
VILLAGE, TEXAS ADOPTING GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES RELATING
TO THE NAMING AND RENAMING OF CITY FACILITIES, AND PROVIDING

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,

Ordinance

No.

01- 857,

later codified

as

Section

14. 04.003 of the Code of

Ordinances, was enacted to establish a policy and procedure for the naming of City parks and
other parks and recreation facilities and improvements; and

WHEREAS, the City has recently received various requests to name City-owned facilities which
are not parks or parks and recreation facilities; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Highland Village finds it to be in the public interest to
establish a guidelines and procedures for the naming and renaming of city streets and all Cityowned or leased facilities;
NOW,

THEREFORE,

BE

IT

RESOLVED

BY

THE

CITY

COUNCIL

OF

THE

CITY

OF

HIGHLAND VILLAGE, TEXAS, THAT:

SECTION 1. The following shall constitute guidelines for the naming of municipal parks,
buildings, and other facilities, significant structures or landmarks, and streets (" City Facilities"):
A.

Names of City Facilities should be familiar to the majority of citizens, easy to
recall, unique and lasting.

B.

In order of importance, City Facilities should be named as follows:
1.

By referring to outstanding and/ or dominant physical characteristics of the
property or structure constituting the City Facility such as:
a.

Naturally occurring features, such as forested areas, streams,
rivers, lakes and creeks;

b.

Man- made features such as subdivisions, streets, office/ industrial

or commercial complexes in or adjacent to which the City Facility
is located;
c.

Landmark significance, such as an identifiable man- made or
naturally occurring monument; and/ or

d.

Historical significance, such as the names of early residents or
citizens and/ or a significant event;

2.

In honor of a person who provided extraordinary service to the community,
state, or country or died in the line of duty while serving the City, the State of
Texas,

or

the United States

of

America

while

performing

a

heroic

act subject

to the following:
a.

The person' s name is not eligible for consideration until one ( 1) year
after the person' s death;

b.

The person must not have been convicted of a felony or a
misdemeanor involving a crime of moral turpitude;

c.

The person must have been a resident of the City for ten ( 10) years
or more unless the person was a first responder employed by the
City who died in the line of duty;

d.

The

recommendation

of

the

person

is

accompanied

by

a

biographical sketch and other information which can be used to

corroborate the occurrence of the acts for which the person is being
honored;

e.

The recommendation is accompanied by a letter of support from a
spouse or other close family member ( e. g., parent, child, sibling,
etc.) for the proposed honor if required by the City Council; and

f.

If the person served in one of the branches of the United States

Armed Forces and was discharged from that service, the person
must have received an Honorable Discharge.

C.

3.

In honor of a person or family, living or deceased, who was significant in
making, arranging for, or facilitating the acquisition, development and/or
construction of the City Facility; and/ or

4.

In a manner descriptive of the nature of the activities or events likely to
occur at the City Facility or the function served by the City Facility.

City parks shall be named in their entirety; provided, however, a City Facility
located within a City park which is clearly identifiable ( e. g. a playing field,
pavilion, concession stand, trail segment, etc.) may bear a different name than
the park within which it is located. Trail segments which are named shall, to the

extent possible, begin and end at identifiable geographic landmarks or features
such as intersections with streets or other roadways.
D.

Compliance with the provisions of any deed, grant agreement, or gift agreement
approved by the City Council which include requirements for naming of a City
Facility or street shall take precedence over these guidelines including any
restrictions relating to the future renaming of such City Facility or street.

E.

A City Facility or street named for a person or business entity should not be
changed unless it is found the character or reputation of the person or business

entity is, or was, such that the continued use of the name for a City Facility would
not reflect positively on the City. Likewise, consideration for the renaming of a City
Facility should be considered if the character of the person or entity for which the
City Facility is named changes such that continued presence of the name in
association with the City and the City
Facility will reflect negatively on the City.

F.

Street names shall not duplicate or cause confusion with names of existing streets
within the City or, in the case of streets and highways which run continuously from
the City into adjacent cities or unincorporated areas of Denton County, such that
there may be a tendency to negatively impact or delay responses from law
enforcement, fire, or emergency medical services personnel. Similarly, street
names which have different spellings but similar pronunciation should be avoided.

G.

The renaming of a street must include the entire length of the street unless the
street is adjacent to a significant landmark, commercial business, or other City
Facility such that the segment of the street is to be renamed in order to associate
that street with such adjacency.

H.

The naming of a City Facility in honor of a living person should be exercised in a
manner to ensure that the person is of such a character that the name shall still

hold honor upon the person' s death.

The costs related to renaming a City Facility, especially the renaming of a street
and the impact such renaming will have on residents and businesses affected by
such remaining, shall be taken into consideration in any recommendation to the City
Council. The City Council may require as a condition for approval of the renaming
of a street or City Facility that the applicant provide the funding to pay for some or
all of the cost associated with such renaming.

SECTION 2. The following procedures shall be followed with respect to the naming or renaming
of City Facilities.
A.

B.

Initially, an application must be submitted to the Office of the City Secretary,
completed in its entirety, accompanied by a petition containing no fewer than
twenty-five ( 25) residents of the City in support of the naming proposal; provided,
however, a request for the renaming of a street must be accompanied by a
petition containing the signatures of 100% of the owners of the property adjacent
to the street to be renamed and whose property addresses would be affected by
the name change. The person submitting the application must be a resident of
the City who owns the property in which the person resides.

Once the application is determined to be complete, the City Secretary shall refer
the

application

to

the

appropriate

department

director

for

the

purpose

of

administering the application through the process set forth in this policy until a

final decision is made on the application by the City Council, which shall be as
follows:
1.

Parks, recreational facilities, pavilions, playing fields, trail segments, and
other City Facilities under the management of the Parks and Recreation
Department shall be referred to the Director of Parks and Recreation;

2.

Streets and buildings under the management of the Public Works
Department shall be referred to the Director of Public Works; and

3.

All other naming/ renaming applications shall be referred to the City
Manager.

C.

With respect to new City Facilities or City Facilities which have not previously
been named but which the City Council or Committee desires to solicit suggested
names or receive public input on submitted names, the City Secretary shall, upon
direction of the City Council or Committee, as the case may be, provide a public
notice for the solicitation of names, which notice shall contain:
1.

A statement explaining the process for naming the City Facility;

2.

A description of the City Facility, or part thereof, being named and its
general location;

3.

A list of any names which have been submitted prior to publication of the
notice, if applicable;

4.

The date, time, and place of the meeting when consideration of the
suggested names will occur;

5.

A statement that the meeting shall be open to the public and shall provide
time for public comments; and

6.

Information directing that any written response in favor of or against a
submitted name may be sent to the department director or city manager
to whom the naming request application was referred at a corresponding
mailing address up until and including the scheduled Committee hearing
date.

If the naming of more than one ( 1) City Facility or any part thereof is to be
considered at the same Committee meeting, the notice published by the City
Secretary may include all City Facilities where naming is being considered. The
department director responsible for handling the application process for the
renaming as cited in Paragraph B, above, shall be responsible for preparation
and ensuring the publication of such notice.
D.

Regardless of whether the City Facility is being named for the first time or being
renamed, a review committee shall be formed for the purpose of reviewing
names, including names submitted by the public for consideration, and making a
recommendation to the City Council (" the Committee"). The Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board shall serve as the Committee for purposes of
recommending names for the City's parks, recreational facilities, and trails. A
committee of two residents of the City and two Councilmembers appointed by the

City Council and three City employees appointed by the City Manager, shall
serve as the Committee for purposes of naming City Facilities not under the
administrative management of the Parks and Recreation Department.
E.

The Committee, supported by the department director to whom the application is
referred, shall be responsible for research, study and recommendation of a
proposed name to the City Council. Rationale for the recommended name shall
be given in writing and accompany the recommendation. The Committee shall
prepare a report regarding the Committee' s findings relating to the
naming/ renaming request and make a recommendation to the City Council on

whether to approve or deny the request. Such report shall include any public and
private costs associated with affecting the naming/ renaming of the City Facility
and identify the source of funding which may be used to pay such costs.
F.

The recommended name, along with the accompanying report from the
Committee, will be forwarded to the City Council for its consideration on whether
to approve or deny the request.

SECTION 3. This resolution shall not apply to the initial naming or renaming of public or
private streets dedicated as part of the approval of a plat or replat of land pursuant to the City's
Subdivision Ordinance, as amended.

SECTION 4. Nothing in this resolution shall be construed as limiting the City Council in the
exercise of its legislative authority to name and rename City Facilities in a manner without
complying with the process established by this resolution under such circumstances as may be
determined by the City Council, it being the intent of the City Council in the passage of this
resolution to primarily establish a procedure wherein City residents may petition the City Council
to name and rename City Facilities.
SECTION 5.

This resolution shall be effective upon the effective date of the ordinance

repealing Section 14. 03. 003 of the Code of Ordinances.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the 24th day of May, 2016.
APPROVED:

Np

VILL

rlotte

C'1 OPP oqq

ATTEST:

FEB

O

2

C-)

1963

0

Angela

flier, City
ty

2j

CLAG

ON CO
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

Kevin B. Laugh)
kbl: 5124116: 76979)

,

CI

Attorney

t-

J. Wilco

' ay.

